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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Transcript of ZOOM Service, Sunday 20.06.21; Proper 7B 
Ed. 20.06.21 

 
Introduction and Prayer – Martin 
Good morning, wherever you are.  We are not gathered in the same building, but we know 

that, as we worship together, from where we are, God can hear us all. 
 

Today we remember the story of Jesus stilling the storm. 
 
A Prayer: 

On the boat, in the storm, Jesus said: ‘Peace! Be still!’, and there was a great calm. 
We come to God, just as we are: sometimes at ease, sometimes confused by life’s storms. 

Let us trust God with our big questions, and listen for his still small voice to restore us to a 
sense of peace.  Amen. 
 

Hymn I need Thee every hour 
 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 
We come into the presence of God, 

bringing our joys, our challenges, and our questions, 
glad to open our hearts honestly to him, and to wait for his voice. 

 
God of our ups and downs, 
we come with our concerns and our questions; 

with the troubles in our own lives, and fears for our world, 
trusting that you share our concerns and hear our questions, 

understand our troubles, and know our fears. 
We come trusting that you never give up on us, never abandon us, never dismiss us. 

 
Eternal God, 
we worship you for all that you are: 

for being bigger than the biggest of our questions; 
for caring more than we can fully comprehend. 

We bring thanks for your strength, and your silence, your power and your peace, 
for being in the storms and beyond them. 
 

We think, with regret, of times 
when the voice of our own needs drowns out the voices of others: 

when we abandon others in their storm, and watch safely from our shore; 
when our faith wavers because things get tough. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
We give thanks that you do not let us sink when our faith falters; 

you do not let our boats overturn in the rough seas of life. 
You do not let our doubts swamp us, or our failures destroy us: 
instead, you forgive us, save us, encourage, challenge and calm us, 

and we give thanks. 
 

God of power and peace, 
when the storm is raging, when our boats are sinking, you are there. 
When faith slips through our fingers; when hearts sink and courage fails, you are there. 

In the roar of the waves, in the rushing of the wind, and in the sound of silence, 
you are there. 

For all this we praise you, we thank you, we worship you. 
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In Jesus’ name, and in his words we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

Readings: Liz Slater is going to read for us: 
1st Reading: 
Job 38: 1-11 (NRSVA) 

The Lord Answers Job 
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 
‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins like a man, 

    I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 

‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
    Tell me, if you have understanding. 
Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

    Or who stretched the line upon it? 
On what were its bases sunk, 

    or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang together 
    and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

 
‘Or who shut in the sea with doors 

    when it burst out from the womb?— 
when I made the clouds its garment, 
    and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

and prescribed bounds for it, 
    and set bars and doors, 

and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
    and here shall your proud waves be stopped”? 
 

Hymn Lord of all hopefulness 
 

2nd Reading: 
Mark 4:35-41; (NRSVA) 

Jesus Stills a Storm 
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ 
And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 

boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat 
was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke 

him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was 
a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were 

filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the 
sea obey him?’ 

 
Message: 
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Many of you folk have much more experience of the sea than I have, but I’ve enough 

experience to know that the seas around Orkney can be a little rough, and conditions can 
change very quickly. 

 
The Sea, or Lake, of Galilee is not very big, 33 miles around, and at its deepest about 150 

feet, but the topography of the surrounding countryside makes it subject to sudden violent 
squalls that can whip up the waves very quickly.  It was notorious for storms in the time of 
Jesus.  I’m told that, even today, the car parks on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee 

have signs warning drivers of what can happen in high winds: that the sea can get rough very 
quickly, that boats can be tossed around like children’s toys, and big waves can swamp cars 

parked on what looked like a safe beach. 
 
Our reading from Mark’s Gospel tells a straight-forward story.  One evening Jesus and his 

companions set out to cross to the other side of the Lake.  Suddenly, ‘a great gale arose, and 
the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped’.  Jesus is asleep, 

but, in a panic, his friends arouse him, he calms the storm, and reproaches them for their 
lack of faith.  It is interesting to note that Jesus uses the same words as he did for the 
demon-possessed man in Mark 1: 25. 

 
People in these times believed that there were demons and evil spirits everywhere.  Just as 

the evil demon possessed that man, so demons could also influence nature.  In the Hebrew 
Bible, our Old Testament, the sea was a place of terror, inhabited by fearsome sea monsters.  
Our reading from Job proclaims God’s mastery over the sea, and here in Mark we find Jesus 

exercising similar powers. 
 

An interesting story, but what are we to make of it?  Did these events happen exactly as 
Mark described?  Is it simply a story of a miraculous intervention by Jesus?  Many Christians 
would say so.  Indeed, for many Christians the literal truths of the miracle stories are very 

important, because they prove that Jesus really was the Son of God.  Only a divine being 
could do such things. 

 
If you are one of those who take the story at face value, if you believe that the story 
describes nothing more than a miracle in which an actual storm was stilled, there is nothing 

whatever wrong with that.  It was a wonderful event, something we can’t explain, something 
we’re left to marvel at, but something which happened once, and may never happen again. 

I think there is more to this story than that. 
 
I don’t know whether this event happened just as Mark described, or, had a video-camera 

been available at that time, it could have been recorded.  In the words of the theologian 
Marcus Borg, “I don’t know whether these things happened in this way or not, but I know 

that this story is true.”   
 

Jesus told parables about God that are meaningful and truthful even though he made them 
up.  We don’t need to ask whether there really was a Prodigal Son or a Good Samaritan.  It 
may well be that his followers told parables about Jesus.  I think that, if we take this story, 

and the other nature miracles, in a symbolic sense, or if we take them as parables, they have 
much more to offer. 

 
Believe whatever you like about whether or not these stories happened exactly as they were 
told – but then think hard about what they mean. 

 
When the disciples realized the presence of Jesus with them, the storm became a calm.  Once 

they recognised that he was there, they were no longer afraid.  To voyage with Jesus was to 
travel in peace, even in a storm.  Here is a universal truth: not something that happened only 
once, but something that happens often, and that can happen for us.  In the presence of 

Jesus, we can have peace even in the wildest storms of life. 
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Jesus brings peace in the storms of sorrow.  In the face of bereavement, he tells us of the 
love of God and the glory of the life to come.  He changes the darkness of death into the 

sunshine of the hope of life eternal and the promise that we shall meet again with those 
whom we have loved and lost awhile.   

 
Jesus gives us peace when life's problems threaten to swamp us in a tempest of doubt and 
fear and uncertainty. 

 
We all have times when we don’t know what to do; when we come to a cross-roads in life, 

and don’t know which way to take.  If we turn to him for help, and have the patience, and the 
faith, to submit to his guidance, the path will clear – though not necessarily in the way we 
had anticipated. 

 
Our problem is that, at such times, we know instinctively what we should do, but, for 

whatever reason, we are reluctant to do it. 
Perhaps most importantly, Jesus gives us peace in the storms of anxiety. 
 

If you are like me, you are a chronic worrier.  We worry about ourselves, about those we 
love, about the future.  Yet today is the tomorrow we worried about yesterday – and Jesus 

tells us not to worry about food or drink or clothes, or about tomorrow. 
 
Jesus speaks to us of a God whose love continually surrounds us all.  We need to trust him.  

Fear and lack of faith go together: so do faith and courage.  In the storm of anxiety, he 
brings us the peace of the love of God. 

 
Following in the Christian way, following in the Way of Christ, does not mean that the winds 
and the storms will not come our way.  The power of evil was broken on the cross and in the 

empty tomb, but those early Christians still endured suffering and persecution.  They would 
have identified with the frightened men in the boat.  This is Mark’s point.  If we have Jesus in 

the boat with us, we don’t need to be afraid.  Yet perhaps the biggest question we ask of 
God, and of one another, is the cry of the men in the boat: ‘Do you not care?’ 
 

We have all known times when God can seem to be asleep for us, and when we can be asleep 
for one another.  Mark tells us that Christ is ready and waiting for us when we turn to him in 

fear or anger or uncertainty, but we should not be surprised when, as the storm subsides, he 
turns to us and asks us when are we going to put our trust in him, and get some real faith. 
Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria 

 
Hymn All will be well 

 
Prayer for Others and Blessing  

 
In the presence of God, we reflect on the needs of other people. 
 

We cry with the tears of the sorrowful; 
we mourn with the grieving souls of the world. 

 
We share our love with the lonely and loveless; 
catch the whisper of the unspoken truths that burden the lives of so many. 

We hear the cries of traumatised people for whom peace seems an impossible dream. 
 

Knowing that we are held in the loving care of a compassionate God, 
we pray for those struggling in their personal lives; 
those who feel overwhelmed by pain, disability, loss, or grief, 

anxious and fearful about the future. 
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We pray for all who are in any way affected by the Pandemic. 

 
We pray for people who are under pressure at work: 

those who feel they have no say in their workplace; 
and those who must make difficult decisions affecting others; 

for all those facing redundancy or unemployment. 
 
We pray for those who are threatened by risk and danger: 

where war threatens loss of homes, livelihood, friends and family; 
those at risk of violence and abuse in the home. 

We pray for people in the darkness of depression; 
those who are in despair, feeling that their cries go unheard or ignored, 
that they are abandoned by the world; 

that there is no answer and no hope from a sleeping God. 
To all of these may God reach out in love and compassion. 

 
We bring our personal prayers for those we carry in our hearts today. 
 

Pause 
 

Enveloping spirit, 
We thank you for this priceless day, 
which will never come again. 

Through it, you offer us the opportunity 
to fill it with compassion and joy. 

Help us to trust in your unfolding grace 
and to transcend self-concern, 
so that, at this very moment, and throughout this day, 

we may live fearlessly and generate loving kindness, 
and thereby experience the only true wealth, 

that of life in you.  Amen. (John McQuiston II) 
 
Now, stay safe in the way of Christ: 

and the blessing of God almighty,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  
now and always.  Amen. 
 

…………………………………………… 


